Letter sent to local councillors, roads department and 3Rs committee on 7th Feb 2010
Travel Arrangements for Children attending Mile End School

We write to highlight to you the concerns we have regarding the existing proposals for school crossing facilities servicing the new school.

As you are aware, the new school is soon to open at the former Beechwood School site.  It will be one of the largest primary schools in the city with approximately 510 pupils of all ages and include ASN provision.  It is a pioneering project which the rest of the UK is watching with interest.

During the planning and construction phases there have been repeated undertakings that the safe travel by existing and new pupils to the new site will be of the highest priority, and that a full consultation would be undertaken with the project partners, the school, parents and other interested parties.  

On Thursday 28 January 2009 a meeting was held at the school attended by representatives of ACC Roads Department, Mile End School Senior Management Team, MEPC, parents at the school and local councillors.  At the meeting it was advised that crossings for the new school had been identified as puffin style crossings at Mid Stocket Road near Woodstock Road; Mid Stocket Road near Raeden Avenue and Raeden Park Road near the service entrance to the school.

Council representatives presented these arrangements as a ‘fait accompli’, and were unwilling to discuss concerns and suggested improvements in a constructive manner. Given the possible serious consequences to a child being unnecessarily injured while crossing busy roads we suggest this is simply unacceptable.  In addition, the council position seems to be somewhat at odds with the Scottish Government priority to reduce the number of ‘killed or seriously injured’ road casualties in Scotland.

We feel that there has been insufficient explanation as to the thinking behind the decisions that have been made.  

We would like information and clarity on the following points:-

   Midstocket Road
We were informed at the meeting that a staggered junction at Cairnaquheen Gardens, Midstocket Rd and Raeden Park Rd was identified as the best and safest option for the children but this was not being provided due to problems acquiring the garages.  Therefore a second option in a crossing opposite Raeden Avenue and a further crossing on Raeden Park is being provided.  We request a copy of the surveys and a summary of the decision-making process undertaken to reach this decision.  

As parent representatives we would like to query why the option of voluntary sale or compulsory purchase has not been explored.  One garage is linked to 2 Cairnaquheen Gardens while ownership of the others has not been ascertained. Local residents can confirm that access to the remaining three garages is at best infrequent, as it is believed they are used as storage.

No attempt has been made to contact the owners to discuss use of the garages, or a suitable option relating to their future use, purchase, removal etc. Any cost implications in finding a solution rest with the contractor. It is apparent the council has simply failed to identify the ‘garage issue’ timeously. 

The crossing proposed for Raeden Park Road will have two well used driveways accessing the carriageway at or near the crossing and the Midstocket Road near Raeden Avenue crossing will have three driveways.  Therefore we are unclear why this is judged as safer than the staggered junction.

Kings Gate
Of the three major traffic routes traversing the school catchment area Kings Gate is least served with crossing facilities suitable for use by children. No provision is made for children residing in the south west part of the catchment to cross this busy road.  The excuse given is that there are insufficient children in this area cross the road and therefore no crossing is planned.  Historically this safety problem has been minimised as children from this area have travelled down Kings Gate to cross with children coming from the South east of the catchment at the puffin crossing at Kings Gate near Fountainhall Road.  The geographical location of the new school means these children will change their routes to school and will now cross Kings Gate from the Atholl Hotel upwards.  There is a clear requirement for a crossing in the area of the Atholl Hotel on Kings Gate.  We have been informed that PiHL made it clear to ACC Roads Department that they would need to undertake the necessary crossings for this area as it was outwith their contract for the project.  

Crossing patrollers
There are no confirmed arrangements for where the 2 crossing patrollers will be situated.  Pupils, parents and staff need this information urgently to ensure safe routes to school are worked out for all pupils.  There is a need for new walking buses routes to be established and this takes time to arrange.  In addition we would like confirmation that 4 crossing patrollers qualify for the surrounding area for Mile End; even if only 2 are currently in place due to problems with recruitment.

      Footpaths

The state of some of the footpaths and pavements in the vicinity of the new school need upgrading to ensure the health and safety of pupils walking to school.  These include the footpath on Raeden Park Road, pavements on Cairnaquheen Gardens and the width of the pavements on Midstocket Road from the Woodstock Rd crossing to the entrance of the new school.  Please inform us of whether and when these will be looked into.

With only a number of weeks remaining until this pioneering school opens it is imperative that information is passed to the school, its pupils, parents and staff, to ensure that an issue as important as pupils safety on roads is not compromised in any way.

Yours sincerely

MEPC

