School Mail – February 2010
Mile End Parent Council are currently involved in a number of projects as the move to the new school is racing ever closer. We would appreciate you letting us know if there is something you could help us with.

Over the last few weeks MEPC has received communication from parents regarding children being able to get safely to the new school. We have passed all concerns on to Aberdeen City Council. We are currently collating feedback we have received and this will be uploaded to the new school section of our website by the end of the week. A survey was conducted by the council to get an idea of parents’ thoughts; many thanks to all those who have given feedback.
A meeting will be held in room 11 of Mile End School on Thursday 28th January at 12.30pm to discuss the issue of road crossings.
Any parents with outstanding concerns should contact Ian Bishop, IBishop@aberdeencity.gov.uk and your local councillors, their email addresses can be found on our website. 

The PTA are arranging a beetle drive on Friday 29th January in Mile End School at 7pm to raise money for a special celebration to mark the end of education in the current building. The more money raised the better the celebration so we’re hoping families will turn out to support this. Tickets can be purchased at 8.45am from the medical room all this week.

The work on the new school is progressing at a remarkable pace with reports of 200 contractors working on the site at times. Some parts of the school are now completed and these are being ‘locked down.’ This means that there are parts of the school that are out of bounds to visitors. As a result tours of the school have been postponed until the end of February; those of you who have requested tours will be contacted when we have further details.

School staff have additional work ahead with the organisation of the school move. In order to support the school MEPC would like to organise a ‘pizza and packing’ evening. It would be fantastic if every family could send a parent for only one hour to pack a couple of boxes. This would generate a real community spirit and ensure a time consuming job gets completed relatively simple. More details to follow.

Many thanks to all those who have shown an interest in sharing their talents and time. The first three projects are currently underway. One group are co-ordinating landscaping of the new grounds. A project to develop a special piece of art to be displayed at the entrance of the school is being enhanced by a parent’s talent. Lastly there has been a good response to a request for additional administrative help and parents will be starting this very soon.

MEPC will be looking to co-ordinate other projects soon and will be in touch with all those who have contacted us. It is necessary for all parents who wish to help out to be disclosure checked specifically for the school. You can pick up a form from the school office and there is no cost to the parent.

The school is implementing their new behaviour policy; part of this involves setting up quality golden time opportunity for classes. There are some fantastic ideas such as magic, film making and science experiments. If you feel you could provide a golden time opportunity please get in touch. You can contribute once a month, term or year; whatever time you have will make a big difference.

Fiona Gray, Principal Community Learning Worker is keen to hear parents’ ideas about what they would like to be on offer for adults and children in the community part of the new school. She is keen to meet with a representative group of parents to discuss this further. If you would like to meet with her and feed in ideas please get in touch.

MEPC are finalising their new constitution as a result of the two schools coming together. We will be in a position to share this with all parents very soon and will be looking for feedback.
And finally, our congratulations are extended to Miss Sheppard for the excellent HMIE report that was published last week of her former school. The headteacher’s leadership of school improvement was identified as a particular strength. The report goes on to say “the approachable headteacher is an exceptional leader who recognises the school’s strengths and areas for development”. A copy of the full report can be viewed online at www.hmie.gov.uk/documents/inspection/Seaton
Our next Parent Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 24th February, our agenda will be uploaded to our website the week before.

MEPC website: www.mileendpc.co.uk
Contact us by email: mileendpc@yahoo.co.uk or leave us a note in the school office.
