
NATIONAL PARENT FORUM: ENGAGING WITH POLICY ISSUES

At the first meeting of the National Parent Forum held on 21 November 2009 delegates expressed a wish to be kept informed of ongoing Government policy developments and to be involved at as early as stage as possible.  Since then we have included key links and documents on Glow and by email.  Opportunities for engagement with policy have been identified and offered to the Forum with some members already involved in or expressing interest in various groups/meetings/consultations etc. A summary of these is provided in the Annex.

Policy areas

As previously acknowledged,  there is a wide range of Government policies and other issues in which the Forum is likely to have an interest.  It is for the Forum to decide which  topics are most important to parents and to consider how they can best engage with them.  Some aspects of policy, e.g. class size review, will be time-limited, while others, such as GTCS representation require longer term substantial commitment.       

Nature of parent representation

Policy teams in Government and other organisations regularly seek parental input to working groups, policy discussion events and, in many cases, what they are looking for is a general parental perspective, rather than any specific organisational viewpoint.   From time to time, there will be issues on which the Forum as an organisation may be invited to express a view, or to provide a specific contribution.  In either case, the Forum may wish to discuss what they expect from members attending meetings, working groups, consultation events, etc.  For example, at meetings, Forum members may need to make clear if they are speaking on behalf of the Forum, or giving a parent perspective.  At times, before offering a view, there may be a need to seek further views from either Forum members, or from Parent Councils/parents, or other parent organisations.  

Of course, not everyone will wish to, or be able to, be part of such groups.  Involvement in groups is not the only way to have parental input to policy discussions and development.  Other ways include inviting key policy players to make presentations to meetings of the Forum, contributing to Forum responses to consultations, commenting on discussion threads on GLOW, having a survey of Parent Councils, etc.  The Forum should also think about how it can work with other key parent bodies, particularly in areas where particular knowledge or expertise is required.  It may also wish to consider whether there is someone outwith the core Forum membership, who is better placed to attend meetings or provide input or advice.

Accountability

Forum members may also wish to think about arrangements for reporting back to other members of the Forum from those opportunities that they become involved in, including working groups or attending meetings.  It will also wish to consider how and when it should be reporting back to Parent Councils and parents generally, and how this should be done eg individually via local reps to local Forums or from National Forum communication.  Similarly, it will wish to consider what role members of the Forum have in discussions, issues in their own area.  

Keeping informed

The parentzone website www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk provides a useful way in to many of the key policy areas.  Current policy developments and information on the latest consultations and publications are also highlighted in a monthly Schools Update e-bulletin which can be subscribed to at subscriptions@register.scotland.gov.uk.  The Education and Lifelong Learning Committee of the Scottish Parliament http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/ellc/index.htm can also be worth following. 

Some Reflective Questions that may be helpful 

· Am I being asked to give a parent perspective or the view of the National Parent Forum?

· Is this an issue where further parent views may be helpful, before I offer a view?

· How can we demonstrate that we are representing a cross-section of parent views?

· Are there others in the field of education who could help us, or would be better placed, to offer a view on this?

National Parent Forum opportunities for representation
	Subject
	Background
	What’s expected
	Commitment
	Contact
	Chair
	National Forum Rep

	

GTCS

(General Teaching Council for Scotland)


	Seat for an individual nominated by the National Parents Forum to represent  the interests of parents on the General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS).
For further information see background at : http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/02/23133936/0
	To contribute to the development of the teaching profession and the quality of teaching and learning in Scotland;

To help to promote high standards of teaching by contributing to the development of GTC Scotland policy at Council and committee meetings;

To uphold professional standards by taking part in the investigation or hearing of regulatory cases; 

To act as an advocate for teachers, teaching and GTC Scotland through Council networks and events; 

To ensure that GTC Scotland itself runs effectively and efficiently and makes good use of teachers’ registration fees.


	Attendance required at committees and full Council meeting. Approximately 20-22 days per annum. 

To attend 4 meetings of full Council per year (in March, June, September and December)

To serve on up to two committees, at least one of which is likely to involve case work
Committees with no case-work involvement meet 4 times per annum prior to the Council meetings 
Committees with case-work involvement meet on a six-weekly basis throughout the year 


	Contact Name:  Irene Hunter, Director of Corporate and Legal Governance, GTCS, Irene.Hunter@gtcs.org.uk or 0131 314 6044.

Respond By:  National Parents Forum should discuss directly with GTCS. Fully independent Council is likely to start work in mid-late 2011, but appointment may be required earlier. 


	David Drever
	Expressions of interest from:
Tony Rafferty

	Class Sizes
	A Working Group to review mechanisms for class size limits, it will not consider what the actual limits will be.  The group will run until Summer 2010
	Input into discussions on how class size limits should be set  view, alongside teacher unions and local authorities 
	Attendance at between 4 and 5 meetings during the year.  Next meeting 28th Jan 
	Stephanie.Walsh@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

	David Cameron (Former head of Directors of Education in Scotland)
	Robert Herschell

	Numeracy Network
	A network run by Learning & Teaching Scotland of people from different organisations that is looking at how numeracy skills can be enhanced in schools 
	The Forum’s perspective on how numeracy skills can be enhanced in Scotland and how to communicate these ideas to parents 
	Attendance at several meetings throughout the year starting on 25th Feb
	n.mcconville@LTScotland.org.uk 
	Stuart Ritchie (Director of Curriculum, Learning & Teaching Scotland)
	Stuart Clark

Gerry McTiernan

Expressions of interest from:
Billy Gibson

Reid Hutchison

	Literacy Network
	A group chaired by Learning and Teaching Scotland looking at how Literacy can be improved in schools  
	The Forum’s perspective on how literacy skills can be enhanced in Scotland and how to communicate these ideas to parents
	Attendance at several meetings per year starting on 18th March
	F.Norris@LTScotland.org.uk 
	Fiona Norris, Learning and Teaching Scotland
	

	Parental Involvement CfE Stakeholder Group
	A group run by Lorraine Sanda. Bringing together Parent Groups and those supporting parents – providing information and gathering views on parental involvement in CfE
	Sharing views, practice and ideas about parental involvement in CfE 
	Attendance at 3 meetings per year in Victoria Quay, Edinburgh.  Next meeting 4th Feb
	Chris Reilly

Christopher.Reilly@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
	Lorraine Sanda

National Parental Involvement Coordinator
	Expressions of interest from:

Robert Herschell

Joe McLaughlin

Reid Hutchison

Tina Woolnough

	Curriculum for Excellence Implementation Partnership
	A group with representation from all Scottish local authorities and key partners in Curriculum for Excellence to take forward implementation.  Lorraine Sanda currently attends but representation from Forum would be welcomed. 
	 Parent’s perspective on implementation of Curriculum for Excellence 
	ADES Partnership meets bi-monthly in Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

Next meeting on 26 February
	Nominations to Don Ledingham:

dledingham@eastlothian.gov.uk
	Don Ledingham (Director of Education & Children’s Services, E Lothian Council)
	Expressions of interest from:

Robert Herschell

Tina Woolnough

Reid Hutchison



	Curriculum Assessment Review Groups
	These have been set up to develop the new Qualifications.  They bring together a range of stakeholders to work in partnership with the Scottish Qualifications Authority.  There is a different group for the 8 subject areas as well as for Literacy and Numeracy. 
	A parent’s chance to inform, contribute to and influence the development of the qualifications in different curriculum areas
	Attendance at several meetings throughout the year
	Roddie Gillespie (Scottish Qualifications Authority)
Roderic.Gillespie@sqa.org.uk 
	
	James Ewens


Representation at National Engagements

	Engagement
	Date
	Attendees

	Ministerial Event for Educational Community, Herriot Watt University, Edinburgh
	15th Dec 2009
	Tina Woolnough

Gerry McTiernan

Robert Herschell

Glen Miller

Steven Walley

Kiran Oza

Neil Smith

Joanna Murphy

Stephen Wood

David Mitchell

James Ewens

James Hutton


	Launch of Parental CfE Toolkit, Fossoway Primary School, Perth and Kinross
	27th Jan 2010
	Gerry McTiernan

	Holyrood Education Conference
	23rd Feb 2010
	James Ewens

Joanna Murphy

	Parental Involvement Sharing Practice Event, 20 March, Radisson Hotel, Edinburgh
	20th March 2010
	Robert Herschell

Billy Gibson

Gerry McTiernan


Consultations
	Consultation
	Deadline
	Link
	Volunteer/Reply

	Guidance on partnership working between allied health professionals and education
	4th Feb
	http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/12/01152951/0
	Dr Moira Tregaskis

	Anti Bullying Campaign 
	26th Feb
	http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/11/13154751/0
	Robert Herschell, Gerry McTiernan, Glen Miller

	Class Sizes
	29th Jan
	http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Consultations/Current/Q/rowId/13#conRow13 
	Robert Herschell
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