Report on extending zone for Aberdeen Grammar School

by Mile End Parent Council

Mile End Parent Council wish to record their views on extending the Aberdeen Grammar School zone to include pupils now attending Skene Square and Gilcomstoun Primary Schools as a result of the closure of Causewayend School.

We accept and support that it is advantageous for Skene Square School and Gilcomstoun Primaries to have all pupils in the school attending the same secondary school; this makes sense for transition arrangements and offers greater personal, social and emotional support for children progressing with their peers.

With the decline in the projected role for Aberdeen Grammar School we appreciate that there seems to be enough space to accommodate these children.  We wish Aberdeen City Council to give further consideration to the undernoted points as we are concerned these could bring about potential problems in the future:-
· If the zone for Aberdeen Grammar School is extended as planned then there is the potential for an increase in the number of houses being purchased for families wishing to send their children to Aberdeen Grammar School.  The small number of additional children proposed for Aberdeen Grammar School could in fact become a lot larger.  We are concerned about this and want assurances that this would not impact on Mile End pupils ability to attend Aberdeen Grammar School.
· The projected role for in-zone children attending Mile End School has been inaccurately calculated.  There are 60 in-zone children currently applying for 50 places in P1; the school is too small before it even opens.  This is despite a number of houses in catchment remaining empty so the situation could in fact be even worse.  Are Aberdeen City Council sure that their projected figures are correct this time?
· In this time of economic decline it is realistic to expect that some children currently attending private school may need to return to education at Aberdeen Grammar School and cause a further rise in the role.

We wish our comments to be given full consideration to ensure that no problems arise in the future that would lead to insufficient space for in-zone pupils to Aberdeen Grammar School.   
Moira MacIver
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